
 

     

 

18th March 2020 

Dear church members and friends, 

I am writing to you to give you an update on the situation in Salem in the light of 

the Coronavirus pandemic. The first thing I wanted to say is that Salem is very much 

staying open for business! The worshipping life of our community will continue as 

usual, but instead of meeting in Salem for Sunday services, the services will be 

streamed live on our new Salem Tonteg Youtube channel, in Welsh at 9.30 am and in 

English at 11 am. You will be able to interact by posting comments during the 

service (eg prayer requests). There will be no evening livestream, but obviously you 

can go on to the channel anytime to watch recorded services. You can find the 

channel by just typing ‘Salem Tonteg’ into the Youtube search engine, or by using 

the direct link 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGhmT0YDgIkpv2ns9x1s3NA You can 

subscribe to this channel to receive updates. Why not pop over there right now and 

have a look – I recorded a brief prayer session this morning. The sound is a bit quiet 

but I will improve that next time. If you are not sure how to access these services, 

please don’t suffer in silence! Let one of the trustees know, and we can help! 

Please note that ALL face to face events in the chapel are now cancelled until further 

notice. The only exception to this is Shalom and Food Bank, and I will say more 

about this later on in this letter. If we were in the sad position of having to hold a 

funeral for a church member, we could hold a small private funeral under special 

circumstances, but let’s pray that this doesn’t happen. 
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We are very keen that every member and friend of Salem gets maximum pastoral 

support at these trying times. The pastoral team and I can no longer visit, but each of 

you has been assigned to a trustee, so during the next few days you should receive a 

phone call or message from them so you know who they are. We will contact you 

weekly, and you can always contact us if you need anything at all. And please let su 

know if you become aware of anyone in need. 

Shalom and Food Bank will remain open to provide an essential need, but we do not 

want anyone who is 70 or over, or who has underlying health issues, to help. So 

Rosa will be there every week during the crisis as long as she stays well. If you are 

not at risk and are able to help with Shalom and Food Bank on a Saturday, please 

contact Rosa. If you can help collect the food from Pontyclun on a Thursday, please 

contact Paula. If you can help collect the food from the CoOp on a Friday evening, 

please contact Margaret Rogers. Emma Birch is coordinating the delivery of food to 

people who can’t leave their homes, so if you can help with that (or you know 

someone who needs help), please contact Emma. 

Finally, as you will be aware, a large percentage of our core income as a church 

comes from the weekly collection. This may not happen for several months, so if you 

are in a position to make your church contributions by direct debit, we would 

greatly appreciate it. Please contact Margaret Rogers for more information.  

May God bless you all, and protect you, and surprise you with His joy. These are 

scary times, but also times of great opportunity to experience God’s faithfulness and 

to love our neighbor. 

Don’t hesitate to phone or email me. I am your minister and am here to love you, 

pray for you and support you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rosa (on behalf of Jon, Paula and all the trustees) 


